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The Chapel and Choirs of Jesus College

Jesus College, founded in 1496 by John Alcock, Bishop of Ely, as The College of the Blessed
Virgin Mary, Saint John the Evangelist, and the Glorious Virgin Saint Radegund, has a long
and rich tradition of church music. The Chapel served as the church of the nunnery that
preceded the College, and parts of the building date back to the twelfth century. The Book
of Common Prayer, devised by Thomas Cranmer, a resident member of the College in the
sixteenth century, continues to be used in the Chapel.

The College is distinctive in maintaining two choirs, each of which typically sings two
services per week in term time:

The Chapel Choir dates back to the foundation of College and was re-founded in 1849,
when provision was made for “six singing boys’ to adorn the worship of the newly-restored
Chapel. Since then, trebles from all over Cambridge have volunteered to sing for College
services. The College does not maintain a choir school, but instead recruits boy choristers
from a wide range of local schools.

The College Choir, formed in 1982 following the admission of women students, has
female undergraduates singing the soprano line (and alto line, alongside male
countertenors). The lower voices form the ‘back row’ for both choirs. Each choir has
developed a distinctive reputation and repertoire, combining for key events and large-scale
projects. In addition to the weekly schedule of choral services, choir members enjoy
concerts, recordings, broadcasts and international tours, and the College Choir is proud of
Its ongoing educational work, working in the local community and with schools across the
country.

The Chapel has three organs: the Sutton Organ, located closest to the Altar, dates from
the mid 19th century and was given to the College by Sir John Sutton. The designs on the
panels are by Pugin. This instrument was restored and returned to its original 1849 state
by William Drake in 2012. In 2007, the 33-stop Hudleston Organ was installed by
Orgelbau Kuhn of Switzerland and, in 2010, the College commissioned the Rawlinson
Organ, a three-stop chamber organ by Kenneth Tickell of Northampton. A 2006 Steinway
concert grand piano and a two-manual harpsichord built in 2012 by Bruce Kennedy are also
housed in the Chapel.

The College Prayer

O everlasting God, who through many generations hast blessed the college which bears the
name of Jesus, grant that we, its latest children, may be fortified and clad in his raiment,
and may by grace keep Jesus in our hearts, through him who lived and died for us, the same
Jesus Christ our Lord.
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THURSDAY 10 OCTOBER PAULINUS, BISHOP OF YORK, MISSIONARY, 644
THOMAS TRAHERNE, POET, SPIRITUAL WRITER, 1674

6.30pm Choral Evensong (Chapel Choir)

Responses Paul Spicer



TUESDAY 15 OCTOBER TERESA OF AVILA, TEACHER, 1582

6.30pm Choral Evensong (College Choir)

Responses Byrd

Psalm 135:1-14 Garrett

Canticles in B flat Purcell

Anthem Ave Maria Parsons

Hymn 355 Song 1

Final Responses Byrd

Voluntary Adagio, from Sonata in E flat, Bwv 525ii J.S. Bach
THURSDAY 17 OCTOBER IGNATIUS, BISHOP OF ANTIOCH, MARTYR, C.107

6.30pm Choral Evensong (Chapel Choir)

Responses Ayleward
Psalm 138:1-8 Hopkins
Canticles Short Service Gibbons
Anthem Almighty and everlasting God Gibbons
Hymn 244 Tallis’s Canon
Final Responses  Ayleward
Voluntary Fantasia for Double Organ Gibbons
SATURDAY 19 OCTOBER HENRY MARTYN, TRANSLATOR OF THE SCRIPTURES,

MISSIONARY IN INDIA & PERSIA, 1812

6.00pm Choral Evensong with Admission and Dismissal of Choristers and Presentation of the David
White Medal, the John Hughes Medal, the Charles Rawlinson Attendance Cup and the Anderson Cup
(Chapel Choir)

Introit The Call Richard Lloyd (Jesus, 1952)
Responses Paul Spicer

Psalm 150 Stanford

Canticles Collegium Regale Howells
Anthem The Spirit of the Lord Elgar
Hymn 377 St Denio

Voluntary Rhapsody, Op. 25 lan Venables




SUNDAY 20 OCTOBER THE TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
10.00am College Eucharist (Vocal Consort)

5.25pm Organ Recital (Miriam Reveley, Junior Organ Scholar)
6.00pm Choral Evensong (College Choir)

Introit O nata lux Tallis

Responses Byrd

Psalm 141 Bairstow

Canticles Magnificat quinti toni Hassler
Nunc dimittis tertii toni Victoria

Anthem Selig sind die Toten Schitz

Address Envy: The Destructive Self The Rev’d Dr Sir Ralph Waller
KBE, Director, The Farmington Institute

Hymns 296 St Helen Christ triumphant Guiting Power

Voluntary Kyrie, Gott heiliger Geist, Bwv 671 J.S. Bach

TUESDAY 22 OCTOBER

6.30pm Choral Evensong (College Choir)

Responses Byrd
Psalm 9:1-10









THURSDAY 7 NOVEMBER

WILLIBRORD OF YORK, BISHOP, APOSTLE OF FRISIA, 739

6.30pm Choral Evensong (Chapel Choir)

Responses Paul Spicer
Psalm 118:1-11 Davy
Canticles inF Ireland
Anthem Verleih uns Frieden Mendelssohn
Hymn 376 Kingsfold
Final Responses Benjamin Sheen
Voluntary Allemande du Mont
SATURDAY 9 NOVEMBER MARGERY KEMPE, MYSTIC, C.1440

6.00pm Choral Evensong (Chapel Choir)

Introit Peace | leave with you Beach
Responses Paul Spicer
Psalm 145:1-7 Scott Whiteley
Canticles in C Stanford
Anthem Ave verum corpus Elgar
Hymn 252 St Clement
Voluntary Improvisation on ‘St Clement” Hancock
SUNDAY 10 NOVEMBER THE THIRD SUNDAY BEFORE ADVENT

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY

10.55am Service of Remembrance (Chapel Choir)
THIS SERVICE BEGINS PROMPTLY AT THE WAR MEMORIAL IN THE CLOISTER OUTSIDE THE CHAPEL

Introit
Canticle
Address
Anthem
Hymns
Voluntary

For the fallen Guest

Te Deum (Collegium Regale) Howells

The President, Professor lan Wilson

They are at rest Elgar

417 St Anne 333 Michael

Nimrod, from Enigma Variations, Op. 36 Elgar,

arr. Robert Gower









9.45pm Compline by Candlelight (Vocal Consort)

THURSDAY 21 NOVEMBER
6.30pm Choral Evensong (Chapel Choir)

Responses Paul Spicer
Psalm



Address Sloth: The Despairing Self Baroness Ruth Hunt of Bethnal
Green, Director of Deeds and Words

Hymns 324 St Matthew 485 Thornbury

Voluntary Fugue sur le theme du Carillon des Heures de la
Cathédrale du Soissons, Op. 12 Duruflé

TUESDAY 26 NOVEMBER
6.30pm Choral Evensong (College Choir)

Responses Trendell

Psalm 99 Russell

Canticles in A Sumsion

Anthem O salutaris hostia Rossini

Hymn 272 All for Jesus

Final Responses Benjamin Sheen

Voluntary Allegro, from Sonata in C minor, Bwv 526iii J.S. Bach
THURSDAY 28 NOVEMBER

6.30pm Choral Evensong (Chapel Choir)

Responses Paul Spicer

Psalm 133 Burrowes

Canticles in B minor Noble

Anthem There is a land of pure delight Grayston Ives
Hymn 137 Down Ampney

Final Responses Benjamin Sheen

Voluntary Prelude on ‘Down Ampney’ Sumsion

FRIDAY 29 NOVEMBER
6.15pm Choral Evensong before the Audit Feast (College Choir)

Responses Radcliffe

Psalm 147:1-13 Hopkins

Canticles in B flat Stanford

Anthem Cantique de Jean Racine Fauré
Hymn 353 Repton

Final Responses Benjamin Sheen
Voluntary Carillon-Sortie Mulet







“A treasure of a disc”
Gramophone Magazine
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