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The Chapel and Choirs of Jesus College 
 

Jesus College, founded in 1496 by John Alcock, Bishop of Ely, as The College of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, Saint John the Evangelist, and the Glorious Virgin Saint Radegund, has a long 
and rich tradition of church music.  The Chapel served as the church of the nunnery that 
preceded the College, and parts of the building date back to the twelfth century.  The Book 
of Common Prayer, devised by Thomas Cranmer, a resident member of the College in the 
sixteenth century, continues to be used in the Chapel. 

The College is distinctive in maintaining two choirs, each of which typically sings two 
services per week in term time:  

The Chapel Choir dates back to the foundation of College and was re-founded in 1849, 
when provision was made for ‘six singing boys’ to adorn the worship of the newly-restored 
chapel.  Since then, trebles from all over Cambridge have volunteered to sing for College 
services. The College does not maintain a choir school, but instead recruits boy choristers 
from a wide range of local schools. 

The College Choir, formed in 1982 following the admission of women students, has 
female undergraduates singing the soprano line (and alto line, alongside male 
countertenors). The lower voices form the ‘back row’ for both choirs. Each choir has 
developed a distinctive reputation and repertoire, whilst combining for key events and 
large-scale projects. In addition to the weekly schedule of choral services, members of the 
choirs enjoy concerts, recordings, broadcasts and foreign tours and the College Choir is 
proud of its ongoing educational work, recently undertaking outreach with underprivileged 
children in South Africa and residents of HMP Whitemoor. 

The Chapel has three organs: the Sutton Organ, located closest to the Altar, dates from 
the mid 19th century and was given to the College by Sir John Sutton. The designs on the 
panels are by Pugin. This instrument was restored and returned to its original 1849 state by 
William Drake in 2012. In 2007 the 33-stop Hudleston Organ was installed by Orgelbau 
Kuhn of Switzerland and in 2010 the College commissioned the Rawlinson Organ, a 
three-stop chamber organ by Kenneth Tickell of Northampton. A 2006 Steinway concert 
grand piano and a two-manual harpsichord built in 2012 by Bruce Kennedy are also housed 
in the Chapel. 

The College Prayer 
 

O everlasting God, who through many generations hast blessed the college which bears the 
name of Jesus, grant that we, its latest children, may be fortified and clad in his raiment, 

and may by grace keep Jesus in our hearts, through him who lived and died for us, the same 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
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The Sunday Evensong Address series during the Michaelmas Term is entitled 
The Body 

 

FRIDAY 30 SEPTEMBER EMBER DAY  
JEROME, TRANSLATOR OF THE SCRIPTURES, TEACHER, 420 

 

6.15pm Choral Evensong for Postgraduate Freshers (College Choir)  
 

 Introit   Beati quorum via  Stanford 
 Responses   Philip Moore 
 Psalm  31:1–6, 21  Knight 
 Canticles  in D  Brewer 
 Anthem  Cantique de Jean Racine  Fauré 
 Hymn  478  Lasst uns erfreuen 
 Final Responses Philip Moore 
 Voluntary  Carillon Sortie  Mulet 
 

 

SUNDAY 2 OCTOBER SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 
 

6.00pm Choral Evensong (College Choir) 
 

 Voluntary  Chorale from Toccata, Chorale and Fugue  Jackson 
 Introit  Ave Maria  Bruckner 
 Responses   Philip Moore 
 Psalm   137  Lang 
 Canticles  in A  Stanford 
 Anthem  Hymn to St Cecilia  Howells 
 Address  Being a Body  The Dean of Chapel 
 Hymns  359  Duke Street  373  Coe Fen 
 Voluntary  Toccata from Toccata, Chorale and Fugue  Jackson 
 

 
 

TUESDAY 4 OCTOBER FRANCIS OF ASSISI, FRIAR, FOUNDER OF THE FRIARS MINOR, 1226 
 

6.15pm Choral Evensong for Undergraduate Matriculation (College Choir) 
 

 Responses   Reading 
 Psalm  50:1–15  Woodward  
 Canticles  Magnificat  Plainsong 
    Nunc dimittis  Wood 
 Anthem   Beati quorum via  Stanford 
 Hymn  413  Nun Danket 
 Final Responses  Reading 
 Voluntary  Prelude and Fugue in G minor BWV 535  J.S. Bach 

 

 

 



 

 

 

THURSDAY 6 OCTOBER WILLIAM TYNDALE, TRANSLATOR OF THE SCRIPTURES, 

REFORMATION MARTYR, 1536 
 

6.15pm Choral Evensong for Undergraduate Matriculation (Chapel Choir) 
 

 Responses  Ayleward 
 Psalm  61  Tomkins 
 Canticles  in E flat No. 2  Wood  
 Anthem  I will hearken  Philip Moore 
 Hymn  414  Caithness 
 Final Responses Ayleward 
 Voluntary  Procession  Wills 
 

 

SATURDAY 8 OCTOBER  

 
6.00pm Choral Evensong (Chapel Choir) 
 

 Introit 





 

 

SUNDAY 16 OCTOBER EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 
 

6.00pm Choral Evensong (College Choir) 
  

 Voluntary  Allein Gott in der Höh sei Ehr’ BWV 663  J.S. Bach
 Introit  Sicut cervus  Palestrina 
 Responses   Reading 
 Psalm  121  Walford Davies 
 Canticles  in G minor  Henry Purcell 
 Anthem  My beloved spake  Henry Purcell 
 Address  Alien Bodies, Alien Minds   
      The Rev’d Dr Tim Jenkins, Emeritus Fellow  
 Hymns  436  Praise my soul  383  Aberystwyth 
 Voluntary  Prelude in B minor BWV 544  J.S. Bach 
 

 

TUESDAY 18 OCTOBER LUKE THE EVANGELIST 
 

6.30pm Choral Evensong (College Choir) 
 

 Responses   Rose 
 Psalm  147:1–12  Soaper 
 Canticles  Magnificat  tone v 
    Nunc dimittis  Beach 
 Anthem  Gaudent in coelis  Sally Beamish 
 Hymn  385  St Botolph 
 Final Responses Rose 
 Voluntary  Fugue über den Namen BACH Op. 60 No. 4  Schumann 
 

 

THURSDAY 20 OCTOBER  
 

6.30pm Choral Evensong (Chapel Choir)  
 

 Responses  Humphrey Clucas 
 Psalm  94:1–11  Wesley 
 Canticles  Plainsong 
 Anthem  Te Deum in B flat  Stanford 
 Hymn  419  Tallis’s Ordinal  
 Final Responses Humphrey Clucas 
 Voluntary  Prelude in C minor Op. 37 No. 1  Mendelssohn 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

SATURDAY 22 OCTOBER  

 

6.00pm Choral Evensong (Lower Voices of the Chapel Choir)  
 

 Introit  Justorum animae  Matthew Martin 
 Responses   Plainsong 
 Psalm  104:1–12  Geoffrey Morgan 
 Canticles  in C  West 
 Anthem  I will life up mine eyes  Walker 
 Hymn  434  University College 

 Voluntary  Scherzetto from Sonata in C minor  Whitlock 
 

 

SUNDAY 23 OCTOBER  LAST SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 

 

6.00pm Choral Evensong (College Choir) 
 

 Voluntary Tiento from Suite Médiévale  Langlais 
 Introit O Lord give thy Holy Spirit  Tallis 
 Responses   Tomkins 
 Psalm  119:1–16  Atkins 
 Canticles  Second Service  Gibbons



 

 

THURSDAY 27 OCTOBER  
 

6.30pm Organ Meditations 
 

    Suite Médiévale  Langlais 
 

 

SATURDAY 29 OCTOBER JAMES HANNINGTON



 

 

WEDNESDAY 2 NOVEMBER ALL SOULS 
 

6.15pm Requiem Eucharist (Combined Choirs)  
 

 Setting  Requiem



 

 

THURSDAY 10 NOVEMBER LEO THE GREAT, BISHOP OF ROME,  
TEACHER OF THE FAITH, 461 

 

6.30pm Choral Evensong (Chapel Choir)  
 

 Responses  Ayleward 
 Psalm  42  Tone iii 
 Canticles  Sixth Service  Weelkes 
 Anthem  Rejoice in the Lord alway  Anon.  
 Hymn  239  Slane  
 Final Responses Ayleward 
 Voluntary  



 

 

 Address  Bodies and Minds on the Edge: War and God  The Rev’d 
Professor Alasdair Coles, Neurologist & Medical Chaplain  

 Hymns  466  Moscow  208  St Catherine’s Court 
 Voluntary  Pièce Héroïque  Franck 
 

 

TUESDAY 15 NOVEMBER  
 

6.30pm Choral Evensong (College Choir) 
 

 Responses   Philip Moore 
 Psalm  67  Bairstow 
 Canticles  King’s College Service  Joanna Forbes-L’Estrange 
 Anthem  Shards of Heaven  Mary Offer (Jesus 2019, first performance) 
 Hymn  475  Darwall’s 148th 
 Final Responses  Philip Moore 
 Voluntary  Fiesta  Emma Lou Diemer 
 

9.45pm Compline by Candlelight (Vocal Consort) 
 

 

THURSDAY 17 NOVEMBER HUGH, BISHOP OF LINC,

 

   

 

                     



 

 

SUNDAY 20 NOVEMBER CHRIST THE KING 
SUNDAY NEXT BEFORE ADVENT 

TRANSGENDER DAY OF REMEMBRANCE 
 

6.00pm Choral Evensong (College Choir) 
 

 Voluntary Carillon  Mathias 
 Introit We shall walk through the valley  arr. Undine Smith Moore 
 Responses   Rose 
 Psalm  46  after Luther 
 Canticles  in G  Howells 
 Anthem  Vexilla Regis  David Bednall (first performance) 
 Address  The Body Resurrected  





 

 

 

SUNDAY 11 DECEMBER THE SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
 

5.00pm Carol Service for Fellows & Staff of the College (Combined Choirs) 
 

 

MONDAY 12 DECEMBER  
 

6.00pm Carol Service for Chorister Families & Choir Patrons (Combined Choirs) 
 

 
 

 

CHORAL SERVICES RESUME IN THE LENT TERM ON 
SUNDAY 15 JANUARY 2023 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
THE CHOIRS OF JESUS COLLEGE 



 

 
 

“A treasure of a disc” 
Gramophone Magazine 

 

        

http://www.jesuscollegechoir.com/


 


